Let me end with two men, poets and writers, whose faith was, in one instance,
awakened, and in the other, sustained, by that sense of the supernatural which was
to penetrate and permeate all that they wrote: that sense of a reality beyond this
created world which alone makes sense of all that we see and touch and
experience here. A hundred years ago this year, just behind the frontline in that
theatre of war which was northern France, a young man called David Jones
glimpsed a priest celebrating mass for a few soldiers huddled within the confines of
a wooden barn in the depths of the forest. That moment was a moment of grace, a
moment of conversion, for the young Welshman (as we know it still is for so many
today) who in his poetry would go on to see all human history, the rise and fall of
civilisations and cultures, as somehow held within the ritual of the mass and the
consecration of the Host and Chalice.

Another writer, better known, whose faith was deeply marked by his experiences in
the First World War, was J.R.R. Tolkien, the creator of Middle-Earth. (There’s a
major exhibition of his life and work about to open in Oxford — go and see it.) ‘Not
for me the hound of heaven,” he wrote to one of his sons, ‘but the never-ceasing
silent appeal of the Tabernacle, and the sense of starving hunger.’

Christ who took our flesh in Mary. Christ on the altar, Christ in the tabernacle.
Christ in the mystical Body, His Church. May we know the joy of Christ’s presence,
and may we experience too that starving hunger which only Christ, the Bread of
Life, can satisfy.

A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP ROGER JUPP

I made the announcement on 5™ August in the two churches where I serve

(St Laurence’s, Long Eaton and Holy Trinity, llkeston, diocese of Derby) that,
following increasing issues with angina, | have been granted early retirement on
health grounds from 1°* November. My wife Sue and | will return temporarily to
St Leonards-on-Sea in East Sussex to give ourselves a break and a bit of rest
during which we shall decide where we wish to live and where, possibly, | might
offer some form of ministry. However, | look forward to continuing to serve the
Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament for the four years remaining of my
current term of office (I must step down after that!) and, | trust, | may do that
somewhat better than before, given that | shall hope to have more time to
devote to it. Please pray for us as we prepare to move on and, most especially,
for the two parishes here which will soon be in vacancy.

COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING—8TH OCTOBER
Beginning with Mass at 11.30am at St Andrew’s-by-the-Wardrobe
Queen Victoria Street followed by Meeting at CCLA, Senator House,
85 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4V 4ET
Lunch Provided

THE CONFRATERNITY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
September—November 2018

FATHER ED ON THE NEW GRANT APPLICATION FORM

For some time now the CBS Trustees have wanted to
introduce a new grant application form. The previous
version was only really intended as a stopgap measure
and an attempt to make the process uniform and
credible — it had its merits but it could also be
frustrating and difficult to work with.

The last revision of the CBS Constitution reminded the
Trustees that the Confraternity is not primarily a grant
making body but first and foremost a devotional society
with a clear purpose and history in promoting devotion
to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. To that end, the Trustees resolved that,
bearing in mind recent history, CBS should strive to live within its means and to
cover both running costs and grants by using the income generated by
investments and not to ‘dip in’ to our capital unless absolutely necessary.
Furthermore, constitutional revision highlighted the six key ‘Objects’ that the
work of the Confraternity should promote, namely:

(1) To honour Jesus Christ our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament of his Body and
Blood

(2) To pray for one another at the Eucharist

(3)To encourage careful preparation for and reception of Holy Communion
(including the Eucharistic fast)

(4) To encourage the reverent and dignified celebration of the Eucharist and the
reservation and veneration of the Blessed Sacrament

(5) To facilitate the continuance of the catholic priesthood

(6) To promote catholic theological teaching, learning and development.



Taking all this into consideration, a new draft application form was submitted to
last year’s Council General. First and foremost, the draft encourages membership
of CBS, participation in the activities of CBS Wards and Districts and contact with
the local District Superior whose support is required in order to submit a grant
application to the Trustees. Next, those applying for funding were asked to
demonstrate how their project relates to the CBS key Objects and how it would
seek to further them both locally and nationally. Finally, in order that CBS
associates might see and know how grant funding is being used, successful
applications are required to submit an article with photos for inclusion in the
Quarterly. To aid the process a short commentary with tips and suggestions for
completing an application was also included with the draft.

Following the Council General, various thoughts and suggestions were taken on
board and a final version was agreed by the Trustees earlier this year. It is our
hope that the new application form will shortly be available to download from our
website. Whilst we hope that the new form will bring focus and clarity to the
grants process we would not wish to deter anyone from making an application
and would encourage those with questions or concerns to contact the Secretary
General (fatheredward@ntlworld.come) beforehand.

FATHER DARREN PERCIVAL SSC, PRIEST IN CHARGE OF ST HILDA'S, CROSS
GREEN & ST SAVIOUR'’S, RICHMOND HILL, LEEDS, REPORTS ON ANOTHER
PILGRIMAGE UNDERTAKEN WITH HIS CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES IN JUNE.

Since my arrival at St Hilda’s, Cross Green, Leeds in April 2016 - firstly as an SSM
priest and then as the Interim Priest in Charge - 17 candidates have been
prepared for Confirmation.

When we studied the saints our starting point was the church’s east window
which is full of English saints and martyrs, particularly the Northern saints Aidan,
Oswald, Cuthbert, Bede and Hilda. But when we talked about them it became
clear that, even though for the majority of us it is comparatively easy to jump in
the car and go to places like Holy Island and the North East, for many people in
Cross Green, where money is tight and travel is difficult, it is hard to get out of the
area.

Many of the parishioners - some of whom are asylum seekers on £36.95 per
week, and many who have children, some who are single mums, as well as those
who struggle to find work for a variety of reasons — they cannot afford the luxury

her womb by Mary and laid in the manger by her, is to be carried in procession and laid
upon this altar. Now you are all very well instructed catholic Christians, and you do not
need me to remind you that the mode in which the Body is carried and laid is

different today, and every day in this era of grace, from that in which it was carried in
Mary and laid in the manger. There, a physical body; here, a sacramental body. The
mode is different, the appearance is different: but the reality is the same. The reality is
that the hidden child in Mary’s womb is the Word Incarnate — not a child who will grow
up to become more and more Godlike, who, at some point in His life, perhaps at His
baptism, or even at His resurrection, will be adopted as divine, but who is true God and
true man. And the reality is that the Host we shall carry and adore — having first received
it for our healing and our nourishment — is the same Jesus Christ, in the form of the
sacrament: not a symbol of Him, or a reminder of Him, or a helpful visual aid to help us
think about Him: it is the Lord, King of Kings, King of the Universe.

The appearance is different, the mode is different, the reality is the same: because, of
course, God is the same, the same God united with humanity in Jesus Christ in His
physical body, the same God who is present under the signs of bread and wine. What is
required of us in both cases, in order to perceive the reality, is faith. Mary believed the
words of the archangel, because she was, and remains, the paramount exemplar of faith,
one ever ready to believe all that comes from the mouth of the Lord and is executed by
His hand. The Church believes that the words of Jesus, spoken by one of his priests, are
true words, words which bring about what they promise: ‘This is my Body; This is my
Blood.” Faith, of course, requires a prior openness, a prior attentiveness, to the
supernatural, to the proposition that materialism alone cannot and does not explain or
account for the universe: as the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews has it, ‘faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” We cannot ‘see’ God
in the Blessed Sacrament any more than Mary could see God Incarnate in her womb,
but, by faith, and receptive to the teaching of the apostles handed on by Holy Church,
we believe; and we know His presence, and we sense His glory, though it is veiled: and
how could it not be, for who could stand in the unveiled presence of the living God?

What is becoming of our sense of the supernatural, in that part of the Church

Catholic of which we in the Church of England find ourselves? It is under stress. It is
under stress because confidence is ebbing in that sense of the Church as the

mystical Body of Christ —there’s another sense of Corpus Christi for you — with invisible
yet real sinews joining us to the Church of the holy souls expectant and the Church of
the saints triumphant and the Church in every age and every place militant here on
earth: not an institution to be fixed, sorted, but the beloved spouse of Jesus Christ and
the privileged locus of the work of the Holy Spirit: where grace abounds, but the
outworking of that grace can be hidden, as hidden as the child in Mary’s womb, as
hidden as God Almighty in the disc of white bread where inner sight is not awakened by
faith. It is under stress when we dally with leaving God out of the equation, as we risk
doing when we forget that the Eucharistic life is the fulfilment of what it means to be a
disciple of the Lord, or when we turn the Sacrament of Reconciliation into any other kind
of conversation with a caring professional, and forget that it is an encounter with God
Himself in His mercy and loving judgment.


mailto:fatheredward@ntlworld.come

HOMILY BY THE BISHOP OF FULHAM

National Festival 2nd June 2018

In 1608, the poet and priest John Donne was struck by the
coincidence that year of the commemoration of the Lord’s
conception and His death occurring on the same date: the
result was his poem, ‘Upon the Annunciation falling on Good
| Friday.” This year, | found myself much struck by another
liturgical collision: the coming together of the Feast of the
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth, on its ‘new’
date of 31 May, with that of Corpus Christi, on its ‘old’ or
proper day, the Thursday after Trinity Sunday. Unlike John
Donne, | have not written a poem, at least not yet; and that
is something which you should all be very grateful for.

What unites the Visitation with Corpus Christi is not, | think, difficult to apprehend.
The Visitation, surely one of the homeliest as well as holiest of stories in the
Gospels, is about a journey and a meeting. The journey is Mary’s, the meeting is
with Elizabeth: two cousins, two women, one young, one older, both pregnant,
expectant with child, expectant with joy, expectant with awe and wonder at all that
God had done and was doing in their lives. Carried in the body of each of these
women, a body hidden — the body of an unborn child: carried, ‘cloistered,” as a
medieval English carol has it, in that place of protection and safety which is the
mother’s womb, and yet each of them exposed necessarily to all the risks and
contingency of the unborn life, advancing day by day on that most dangerous of all
the journeys we undertake in this mortal life, that from conception to birth.

The unborn child in Mary’s womb is God Almighty: God incarnate, God in flesh and
blood, divinity united with humanity in that tiny form which is as yet invisible to the
eyes of a human person, but whose presence is known to Mary not only because of
the angelic promise which she believes, but because of the inevitable twists and
kicks of the child growing inside her. One such kick — a kick of sheer joy — is offered
by the other child in the womb, John the Baptist, when Mary arrives bearing her
divine Son.

Mary has hurried to see her cousin Elizabeth because she is so full of joy. With just
a little stretch of the imagination, can we call this journey of Mary’s the first Corpus
Christi procession? For surely, she is carrying the Body of Christ, though He is
hidden, completely enclosed in her womb. That paradox, that mystery, brings us to
our knees: God Almighty, the maker of the immensity of the universe and all that is
in it enclosed in the womb of a young woman, running with joy to meet her cousin.

At every mass, and especially now at this mass of Corpus Christi offered on the
festival day of this Confraternity, we rejoice to celebrate a further miracle and
mystery which also brings us to our knees. The Body of Christ, which was carried in

of such visits. So with the help of a generous grant from the Confraternity of the
Blessed Sacrament, we were able to take 53 people to the Holy Island of
Lindisfarne in June. Leaving Cross Green at 0830, having had the alarm call of the
Angelus bell ringing out across the parish at 8am, we left on time. After all the
weekends of some really good weather, we were forecast storms. But we didn't
let that deter us. When we reached Lindisfarne, instead of saying Mass in in the
Priory ruins as we had hoped, we used the wet weather provision of St Mary’s
church. It was wonderful to be treading the footsteps of the Northern Saints.
From there we took the coastal route to Seahouses where the children were
blown away by Bamburgh Castle, for none of them had ever seen a real castle.
One young lad sitting next to me on the coach talked about the sheep, horses and
cows we saw out of the window. He had never seen them in real life, only pictures
in books. We finished the day at Seahouses, in the rain and storms, but that was
never going to deter us, the children were in the sea, and in the rock pools.

A 4

It was St Lawrence who was told to bring out the treasures of the church. Each
family to which St Hilda’s ministers is a treasure and on that Saturday through
pilgrimage and prayer we took the treasures of the church to the North East.

Would you like to contribute to the
Quarterly passing on
your news to others, sharing events?
Then please forward any contributions to fatheredward@ntlworld.com
Material for the next edition must be
received by 4th November 2018
Registered Charity No 1082897
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SEPTEMBER

St Giles — The Ward of S Cedd & The
Saints of Essex, Colchester
2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
God’s Word must have precedence
St Gregory the Great — The Ward of The
Sacred Passion, lIford
The Ward of The Epiphany,
Leytonstone
The Ward of S John Vianney Mid-Essex
The Ward of S Anthony Woodford Green
The Ward of the Sacred Heart,
Hammerfield
Nativity of Our Lady, the Society of Mary
23rd SUNDAY IN O.T.
Christ makes the Deaf to Hear
The Ward of Our Lady, Letchworth
The Ward of Holy Trinity & S
Cedoc South Wales
The Ward of the Transfiguration,
Haywards Heath
The Ward of Corpus & Sanguis Christi,
Bexhill
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross—SSC
The Ward of S Saviour & S Peter Eastbourne
24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
You are the Christ
The Ward of Our Lady Littlehampton
The Anima Christi Ward, S Leonards on Sea
The Ward of S Cuthman, Storrington Deanery
The Ward of S Gabriel, Worthing
St Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist
For the teaching ministry of our Bishops
The Ward of Our Lady & Corpus Christi
Cambridge
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
The greatest is ser
Our Lady of Walsingham,
CBS Trustees Meeting
The Ward of S Edmund, Downham Market
The Ward of S Mary, Great Yarmouth
St Vincent de Paul
Company of Mission Priests (CMP)
The Ward of Our Lady, Walsingham
St Michael & All Angels
Armed Forces Chapllains
26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Anyone who is not against us is for us

OCTOBER

1 St Thérese of the Child Jesus - Missions
Fan the Flame
2 Holy Guardian Angels —
Parents and Godparents
3 The Ward of S Clement, Exeter
4 St Francis of Assisi — TSSF and members
of RooT
5 The Ward of S Michael, Paignton
6 The Ward of S Peter, Plymouth
7 27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
What God has united, man must not divide
8 CBS Council General, London
9 The Ward of S Margaret Mary Alacoque,
Cheltenham
10 The Ward of The Little Flower, Longton
11 The Ward of Our Lady & S Andrew,
Newcastle-u-Lyme
12 St Wilfrid & St Hilda — Society Clergy
13 The Ward of Ss Mary and Dominic,
Wednesbury
14 28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Follow me and you will have treasure in heaven
15 St Teresa of Avila— CBS catechetical
material initiative
16 The Ward of The Holy Grail, Wolverhampton
17 The Ward of The Sacred Heart, Lincoln Diocese
18 St Luke —Those involved in ministries of
Healing and Renewal
19 The Ward of S Magnus, City of London
20 The Ward of The Sacred Heart with
S Andrew, East Finchley
21 29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Christ gave his life as a ransom for many
22 The Adoremus Ward, Hanworth
23 The Alexander Mackonochie Ward, Holborn
24 The Corpus Christi Ward, Kenton
25 n Tthe Warfd of Qulr Lady and S George,
Winchmore Hill
26 The Ward of S Giles, Reading
27 The Ward of The Love of Jesus, Wantage
28 30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Your faith has saved you
29 Ss Simon and Jude - For an increase in faith
30 The Ward of S Francis, Derby
31 The Ward of S Laurence, Long Eaton
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NOVEMBER

All Saints — The Holy Ones of God

All Souls — The Faithful Departed

Our Lady of the Isle, Wilnecote

31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Love your neighbour as yourself
The Ward of The Holy Cross, Nottingham
The Ward of S Martin, Salisbury
The Ward of S Michael, Croydon

Saints and Martyrs of England —
Ecumenical relations
The Ward of S Agnes, Kennington

The Corpus Christi & Sanguis Christi Ward,
Plumstead

32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Remembrance Sunday

From the little she had, she gave all

The Ward of S Lucien Tapiei & the New
Guinea Martyrs, Maryborough

The Ward of S Peter, Streatham

The Ward of The Sacred Heart, Bude

The Ward of S Mary Star of the Sea, Penzance
The Ward of The Good Shepherd, Guildford
The Ward of Blessed Mary McKillop &

S Benedict, Melbourne

32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

My words will not pass away

The Corpus Christi Ward, Portsmouth
The Ward of The Stigmata, Bournemouth
Presentation of Our Lady — Chaplains of
Mary Mother of the Church

The Ward of S Michel du Valle, Guernsey
The Ward of S Mary, Melbourne

The Ward of S Thomas Aquinas, Calgary
CHRIST THE KING

Mine is not a kingdom of this world

The Ward of S Margaret, Montreal

The Ward of S Michael & All Angels, Winnipeg
The Ward of S Brigid, Sweden

The Ward of S Michael, Bath

St Andrew the Apostle — Forward in Faith
Scotland

16(6/ 0
We commend to God the souls of all
Departed Associates of the
Confraternity especially the following
who have died recently:

Priest Associate
Reverend Campbell Snow

Lay Associate
John (Jack) Fernee
Derrick Saville
Sybil Robson
Helen Mansfield
Sheila Davies
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Father Timothy Handley

Father David Benskin
Father Mike Bartlett
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Andrew Newcombe
Barbara Routledge
Nigel Powell

Paul Butterfield
Lorraine Butterfield
Valerie Benskin
Louise Morgan
Joan Gibbons

Sylvia Parmee

Dr Stan Lapidge
Jackie Lapidge
Diane Revell

Ann Treen




