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Bishop Frank Weston
Altar Refurbishment

At some point in the late 1960s, for reasons
that nobody is entirely clear about, the altar
which had stood in the University Missions to
Central Africa (UMCA) offices in Westminster
was brought to St Matthew’s Willesden. For
decades it stayed in the South Transept, sadly
being affected by water damage after a lead
theft from the roof and general damp from
being next to a wall in need of repointing. Over
time, people forgot where the altar came from
and it was used less and less. The damp
necessitated at least a move away from the
wall and, as is usually the case, we found more
problems as we moved more things. A cursory

clean revealed the UMCA logo on top of the
altar and some investigative work revealed it
was indeed the altar from the mission society,
the same one used by Bishop Frank Weston of
Zanzibar. As we were planning a full scale
renovation of the church, we decided to place
the altar in the Lady Chapel for the time being
while the South Transept was restored and
made safe again. Over that time we found that
it should stay where we put it and we had a
Holy Souls altar erected (with a gloriously
restored Calvary scene behind it) in the
transept. We then employed a remarkable
Romanian artist called Laurentiu Nechita to

Altar in its original position before refurbishment



www.confraternity.org.uk

come and restore the Frank Weston altar and
he came with his brother Fr Varli Nechita and
stayed for a month or so in the Vicarage.
During that time, many groups came in to see
the work they were undertaking and to learn
about gilding (rather a lot of this!) and
conservation work. Laurentiu is one of the
three most senior restoration artists in
Romania, working for the Patriarch Daniel, so
we had the best work possible done to the
altar. The Frank Weston altar is now used for
the daily Mass, weekly Exposition and Holy
Hour and is the focus of the chapel used for
Society of Mary meetings and for CBS Masses
in the future. We are open every day of the
week and are visited regularly by the four
schools with ties to the parish who are all
interested in the story of this extraordinary
altar. We thank the CBS very much for its grant
towards the restoration of the altar and we
welcome any members and friends to come
and view it in situ or, even better, to come and
hear Mass celebrated at it, often using the rite
with which Bishop Weston himself would have
been familiar. Later on this year we welcome
our Romanian friends back to St Matthew’s as
they paint two large frescos
in our Baptistery. Do come
and have a look at the work
as it unfolds and see this
glorious church, alive with
the memory of our forebears
in the faith and full of the
promise of future gener-
ations coming to find Christ
both in themselves and in
our community.

Father Andrew Teather
Vicar, St Matthew, Willesden

Above: Altar after refurbishment

Below: Father Teather with the craftsmen



NEW
VENUE

New Priest Associates

Father Andrew Teather
Father George Westhaver
Father Philip Knowles
Father Richard Parker
Father Sam Erlandson
Father Benjamin Rabjohns
Father Andrew Birks

New Lay Associates

Janice Rice
Betty Osborne
Dennis Puttock
Clive Sparshott
Valerie Sparshott

CBS Ordained Deacons 2017

Father Richard Hume
Father Nigel Palmer
Father Edward Backhouse

News from the Wards

registered charity no 1082897

CONTRIBUTIONS

Perhaps you would like to contribute
to the Quarterly with news of events
or articles relating to what is happening
in your Ward? 

We also welcome photographs of any
recent CBS related activities – please
send all contributions to the Secretary-
General at the address above.

Material for the next edition must be
received by 1 November 2017.

GIFT AID
Following new guidelines by HMRC for Gift Aid
Declarations we have had to redesign our form. This
form can be found on our website or please contact
Mary Bashford at the Additional Curates Society who
will be only too pleased to send you one. The
declaration has now been altered to read:

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my
donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL-GENERAL
MONDAY 9th OCTOBER 2017

Mass at 11.00am at
St Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe

St Andrew’s Hill, Queen Victoria Street, London EC4V 5DE

Lunch and Meeting at 12 noon at
Senator House, 85 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4V 4ET

for all District Superiors (or priest representing) plus an elected Lay
Representative from each District attending MUST provide names in advance

for security reasons to: mary@additionalcurates.co.uk


